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Purposes of the physical library

ÅHouse collections (past and future)
ÅSpaces for integration of ICTs and traditional resources and 

services
ÅSpaces for study, research, reading, viewing, listening etc.
ÅAccess to digital materials for those without
ÅSpecialised collections and services
ÅMeeting placesfor the library community
ÅSuitable spaces for assistance by library professionals, and 

for instruction
ÅSocial spaces

(Gorman, 2015)
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The project

ÅRedesign a floor of the 
library

Å24/7 use

ÅPostgraduatestudents 

ïNeeds of user group in 
question 

ïReflecting the mission of 
the library

ïOffering something not 
available elsewhere in the 
library

3



4

Look! Read! Think! Be creative!
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Student submissions
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Student submissions
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Student submissions
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1. Lighting, air, 
space, colour

ÅLarge windows

ÅNatural light

ÅBright artificial lights

ÅA side door for exiting

ÅGreens, blues, greys / 
rich, warm colours / 
bright rainbow colours 
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2. ICTs

ÅComputer laboratory 

ÅCabling and plug points

ÅWi-Fi

ÅPrinters, copiers, 
scanners 

ÅTeleconference room
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3. Defined zones

ïGroup study areas

ïCollaborative learning / 
meeting / seminar / 
presentation rooms

ïIndividual study carrels

ïComputer hubs

ïMedia centre 

ïLecture theatre / 
auditorium

ïInformation desk 

ïRelaxation / reading area

ïCoffee shop
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4. Re-bootable spaces

Not a major feature of projects 
- careful planning for use of 
space preferred

aŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άŀŘŀǇǘƛǾŜ 
ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊǎέ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ Ǉƭŀƴǎ

Sometimes:

ÅOne zone with moveable 
desks 

ÅAll areas movable, but 
furniture to be moved 
around within a zone, not 
across zones
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5. Furnishings

Å Comfortable and interesting 
working/seating surfaces

Å Feature walls/ceilings
Å Big comfortable chairs at 

windows
Å Vending machines 
Å Space for sleeping 
Å Patterns/textures
Å Corporate feel 
Å Sound proof areas (social)
Å Space for books
Å Place to store bags
Å Plants
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